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The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover. 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Edgar: 


I received the enclosed from a.very close ~~ j 
friend of mine, Mr. James A.fMfeconnell of 


NY. Ithaca, who you might remember as a rather 

nu. recent—Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, 

‘" and where he did a wonderful job and was 
popular with everyone who dealt with him. Ss 
He. is probably the leading grain man in 
this country. Also, for many years, he 
was the General Manager of the G.L.F., ’ 
the largest bona fide farmer's cooperative 
in the United States and the one which first: 

gave up its right to tax exemptions. He 

: is extremely conservative. 


I had not heard about this particular sit- 
uation before and although you probably __ 
have I thought I would send it to you. 1H 


With all the best, 


WP J. Sincerely, 
f 
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A ointment $0. ‘the New sok Board of Education 


(ioe Monday, Mareh ol, Mayor Robert F, Wagnes appointed the Rev. Dr, Gardner Cai 
etor to the New York City Board of Education, Dr. Taylor, a 39 year old Neer. 
Bantiot clergyman of EOI Des will take the oath of office at City Hall e 

B rGay. March 28. 5s 


Dr. Taylor's appointment brings up ‘the auaaeion of his scecanadiindey relationdh 
with the Communist aparatus, in condiicting the funeral service of a member of 
the National Conmittee of the Communist, Party in his Brooklyn church, 


It is) extraordinary, if not. utterly fantastic, for the Communist Party to use s 
Christian church for the burial of one of its leaders, and even more extrae 
ordinary and fantastic for a minister of religion to deliver a eulogy of the 
deceased Communist Party leader on the occasion. . 


torte marae 
(eee 


The Goceased Communist Party leader was Edward E. Strong, a key figure in the 
Gommunist conspiracy for 25 years.. 


In his funeral sermon, Dr. Taylor was reported to have "paid. homage" to Edward 
“SE, Strong ' ‘as one who dared to dream and work for the new world every good 
of person. desires," Surely that. is a strange tribute to a Communist Party leadex 
_y bY a Christian clergyman, 


“4 Paul Robeson sang at the funeral service Sor Edward E,. stone: and the followin: 
| “ Gommunist Party leaders were pall bearers: James W. Ford, Benjamin J. Devine, 


Claude Lightfoot, ‘Louis Burnham, and William L, Pause reene 


.<,, Using.a Christian church for the burlal rites of one of its leaders reflects 


‘the. new line of the Communist Party, Phe chief aspect of which is to get its 
_ g@onspiratorial appartus back into the main stream of American life--to nd, 
. a2 -whatevcr necessary compromise of its atheistic principle, its isolation 
of recent years. 


The National Committee of the Communist Parte, USA, issued an official state-_ 
.ment.on the death of Edward E, Strong which read,.in part, as follows: es 
“R-turning from his service in World War II, Ed Strong became a leader of the 
.Communist Party, As a member of its national committee, as Chairman of the 
Eastorn Pennsylvania District, as Southern Regional Secretary, he enriched 

tho Party with the high quality of leadership which had won the admiration and 
rospect of scores of thousands in the youth movement--above all, he was a 

man of sterling personal character, He was a fitting prototype of the new 
Communist man, That was the official eulogy of the Communist ‘Party, US.A.. 


Early this year, the Rev. Dr, Gardner Calvin Taylor was elected president of J 
Protostant Council of the City. of New York, His evelation to the highest. , 
position in Protestantism in Greater New York was hailed by the. panes press, 
He has jurisdiction over 1,700 churches of 31 denominations, 


Mr, Taylor is vice president of the Urban League of Greater New York, He was a 
~memtor of the Assembly of the National Council of the Churches of Christ at 
the organization's St. Louis meeting in December, 


Edward E,. Strong!s purial services in the Concord Baptist Church of Brooklyn 
tovk place in a 4957: 
SOCO~ 428353 ~ | 
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Director, FBI . 6/6/58 
| | Attention: Mr. G. A. Nease 
‘ . SAC, Cincinnati | af ea. | 


M.G. LOWMAN, 


a oh} Circuit Riders  (Gpwad nec Cal Viiv / ay jor. 
\ Bel GCincinnath, Old 0 ——— m-mec rennonnerinrteni 


Mr. LOWMAN, who is known to Mr. Nease at the 
Bureau, telephonically offered to SAC the following 
cbservaticns 


1) There will be a large Baptist Convention 
in Cinecjf~nati shortly. A featured speaker will be 
GARDNER“TAYLOR, President of the Greater New! York City 
Ministerial Association. TAYLOR is a noted colored . 
minister. In April, 1957, he preached a sermon at the 

Concord Baptist Church in connection with the funeral 
o£ EDWARD STRONG, Communist, and Mr. LOWMAN intends to a 
see that this is publicized in connection with the 
convention of Baptists in Cincinnati. He observes 
that it is strange that a member of the National 
Committee of Communists should be a member of the - 

Protestant Church and that other high officials on the . 

Communist Committee should attend the STRONG funeral oe 

im a church. iN 
ye 


2) The U. S&S. National Student Association will 
hold its 10th Annual meeting in August at Ohio Wesleyan le 
University. LOWMAN stated that in the past this group \} 
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) 
ro has passed resolutions on an extremely wide range of a 
a antl-U. S. topics and from his reading of these resolutions pc 
they are completely beyond undergraduate abilities and, ae 
therefore, there must be some adult guidance in inspiring “ABS, 


| 

| and og roy. such broad and controversial resolutions. 

| LOWMAN intends to keep in touch with developments of 25; 

| this group. if 

| : if 

3) De. ARTHUR FLEMING, new secretary of Health, /} 

Education, and Welfare, is an individual not worthy of if 

trust accord to LOWMAN. LOWMAN bases this personal 
evaltationson his belief that the Civil Service was 
manipulated on occasions in favor of Communism during 


the pericd when FLEMING served with the Civil Service A - 
Commission. ef ) oe ae 
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[te is his belief that there were a number of 


occasions wherein field investigators of Civil Service 
reported findings of Communist activity on the part of 
_p¥oposed Government employees but that such  pedgaieal 
were hired anyhow when Civil Service Commission over- 
ruled field findings. © ) 
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Federal Bureau of{ .3stigation 
Records Branch 


» 19 
fez) Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 ; 
_] Service Unit - Room 6524 
Forward to File Review - - 
CL yAttention | 
Return to __. 
Supervisor Room Ext. 


Type of References Requested: 
Regular Request (Analytical Search) 
All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
Subversive References Only 


ai NerfSubversive References Only 
Main ___._———C—C—C Rleeferenccess Only 


Type of Search Requested: 

Restricted to Locality of ———___ 
| Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
[| Buildup — Variations 

as : 


Dio ~rtoeg 


Subject Rev. Gardner Taylor 


Birthdate & Place se eas a Re at 
Address L170 Adelphi Street, Brooklyn, . 
AY. Representative to the General 
Assembly 
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DeLoach ________ 


April 25, 1960 


REVEREND GARDNER TAYLOR 
ee 100-428353—COC~S~*S 


Background 


The House Committee of} Un-American Activities has 
advised that Reverend Gardner Taylor, 170 Adelphi Street, 
Brooklyn, New York, was a Representative to the General 
Assembly (GA). (The GA was not further identified. ) 


Subversive Data 


A report by} 2H) dated February 4, 1942, 
at New Orleans captioned oaro: feverends Who Are Liberals 
and Being Used by the CP" contained the name of Gardner Taylor. 
a aa el 


It is not known whether this Gardner Taylor is 
identical with the captioned individual, 


The "New Orleans Sentinel," a newspaper, on 
October 24, 1942, carried an article which indicated that 
Reverend Gardner C. Taylor would be &@ speaker at a meeting 
of the Peoples Defense League (PDL) on October 25, 1942, 
at New Orleans. (100-232896-1, page 4) 


Gladys | Devore: Williams, a former Communist Party 
(CP) member, advised on May 22, 1959, that the PDL is a 
Negro organization in New Orleans interested in local politics 
and not controlled or infiltrated by the CP now; however, 
during 1940-1948 it was infiltrated. (100-232896-1, page 4) 


The "Times Picayune" Assue of October 29, 1946, 
contained an article which reported | that Dr. Gardner C. 
Taylor, Baton. Rouge, Louisiana, was elected to an office 
(not further identified) at the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare (SCHW) convention: held in October, 1946, in 
Baton Rouge. - 100+10355-235, page 5) 


* The leaflet. indicated that a program under the 
auspices of the New Orleans Youth Conference (NOYC) would. ~._. 


‘wk be held on September 4, 1947, at 929 Gravier Street, and es 
‘Parsons —___that Reverend Gardner C. Taylor, pastor, Mount Zion EepEte? 


_——“Church, Baton Rouge, would be a epeekers 


J. FP, MORLEY:kmo 


MAIL ROOML_l Tevetype unit L_] 
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Reverend Gardner Taylor 


FOIA(b) (7) ~ (D) a former CP member who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised in April, 1948, that 
the NOYC was infiltrated and controlled by the CP during the 
period of its existence, 1942-1947, -(100-89789-3) 


“The SCHW is cited as a communist front in the "guide 
to Subversive Organizations and Publications," revised and 
published as of January 2, 1957, and released by the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities. 


A confidential informant of owe reliability advised 
on November ,18, 1947, that the SCHW sponsored a public meeting 
on November. 17, 1947, in New: Orleans, Louisiana, and.a Gardner | 
Taylor spoke at the meeting, (100-11544-26 ) 


An article on page two of the January 20, 1953, 
issue. of the "Daily Worker" reported on a twoeda conference 
of the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee (ECL) which was ; 
to be held on January. 30-31, 1953. Reverend Gardner C, Taylor, 
Concord Baptist Church, Brooklyn, New York, was listed as a 
sponsor of: the: conference.,. (100-384660-42 


‘The "Datly Worker" was.a ‘communist east coast news- 
- paper which suspended publication on January 13, 1958. 2 Waeeaer 


The ECLC has been ited in ‘the "Guide to Subversive 
Organizations and Publications," revised and published as of 
January 20, 1957, and released by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities. _ 


By letter to the Director dated April 2, 1958, 

Vietor Emanuel, 420 Lexington Avenue, New York 17, New York, 
whose identity is well known to the Bureau, furnished:a- 
memorandum dated March 25, 1958, captioned "Appointment to 
the. New York Board of Edueation." The memorandum indicated © 
that on. Monday, March 24, 1958, Mayor Robert F. Wagner 
appointed the Reverend pr. Gardner Calvin Taylor to the 

- New York City Board of Education and that Dr. Taylor was 
a. 39-year-old Negro Baptist clergyman from Brooklyn. In 
the memorandum it was: indicated that Dr. Taylor had citar te 
the funeral services for Edward E. Strong, CP funetiona 
the Concord. Baptist. Church of Brogeiyas Jin April, 1957. (158-128353~ 1) 
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advised that Reverend Gardner Taylor, 170 Adelphi Street, 
Brooklyn, New York, was a Representative - ve to the General 
“Assenbliy (GA). “CTS GA was not further identified. ) 


Subversive Data 


A report by| "© _|dated February 4, 1942, 
at New Orleans captioned "Negro Reverends Who Are Liberals 


and Being Used by the CP" contained the name of Gardner pay sere 


aa 100-3-47-47 ) 
It is not known whether this Gardner Taylor is 


identical with the captioned individual. ' ii 


The "New Orleans Sentinel," a newspaper, on 
October 24, 1942, carried an article which indicated that a 
Reverend Gardner C. Taylor would be a speaker at a meeting 
of the Peoplés Defense League (PDL). on October 25, 1942, 
at New Orleans. (100-232896- 1, page 4Y>—~ 


Gladys Devore Williams ,/a former Communist Party 
(CP) member, advised on May 22, 1959, that the PDL is a 
Negro organization in New Orleans interested in local politics 
and not controlled or infiltrated by the CP now; however, 
during 1940-1948 it was infiltrated. (100-232896-1, pase 


The "Times Picayune" issue of October 29, 1946, 
contained an article which reported that’pr. Gardner C, 
“Taylor, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, was elected to an office 
(not further identifiéd)“at~thie~Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare ete convention held in October, 1946, in 
Baton Rouge. 100-10355- 235, page 


The leaflet indicated that a program aindee the 
auspices of the New Orleans Youth Conference (NOYC) would 
be held on September 4, 1947, at 929 Gravier Street, and 
that Reverend Gardner C, Taylor, pastor, Mount Zion "Baptist 
Church, paren Rouge, weurd. be a speaker : 
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Reverend Gardner Taylor 


OLS 1), AD) a former CP member who has furnished 


reliable information in the past, advised in April, 1948, that 
the NOYC was infiltrated and controlled by the CP. during the.. eee 
period of its existence, 1942-1947, ~~" an, 7 ¥. ; | 


The SCHW is cited as a communist front in the "Guide 
to Subversive Organizations and Publications," revised and 
published as of January 2, 1957, and released by the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, 


A confidential informant of known reliability advised 
on November,18, 1947, that the SCHW sponsored a public meeting 
: on November 17, 1947, in New Orleans, Louisiana, and a arenes 
Taylor spoke at the meeting, (100-11544-26}——~ 
An article on page two of the January 20, 1953, 
issue of the "Daily Worker" reported on a two-day conference 
' of the Emergency: Civil Liberties Committee (ECLC) which was 
to be held on January 30-31, 1953 @. Reverend Gardner C. Taylor, 
Concord Baptist Church, Brooklyn, New York, was listed as a 
sponsor of the conference. (100- 384660-42}— .. 


The "Daily Worker" was a communist east coast news- 
paper which suspended publication on January 13, 1958. 


The ECLC has been cited in the "Guide to Subversive 
Organizations and Publications," revised and published as of 
January 20, 1957, and released by the House Committee on. Un- 
American Activities, 


By letter to the Director dated April 2, 1958, 
Victor Emanuel, 420 Lexington Avenue, New York 17, New York, 
whose identity is well known to the Bureau, furnished a 
memorandum dated March 25, 1958, captioned "Appointment to 
the New York Board of Education." The memorandum indicated 
that on Monday, March 24, 1958, Mayor pone F, Wagner 
appointed the Reverend Dr. Gardner _Calvir Taylor to the 
New York City Board of Education and that Dr. Taylor was 
a 39-year-old Negro Baptist clergyman from Brooklyn. In 
the memorandum it was indicated that Dr. Taylor had conducted x 
the funeral services for Edward E, Strong, CP functionary, in 
the Concord Baptist Church of Brooklyn,in April, 1957. (100-42 iBe563- 1) 
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by From iJ. H. Kleinkauffy7e— 

Si, | Ona 
5, suszct: Rev. GaedveR TAycok 
Cach, , 


On 2/25/60 the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities (HCUA) held a hearing concerning the controversial 
Air Reserve Center Training Manual. According to page 1303 
of HCUA's report "Issues Presented by Air Reserve Training 
Manual," Richard Arens, Staff Director, HCUA, stated HCUA had 
found over 100 persons in leadership capacity of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ (NCCC) with either communist 
front records or records of service to communist causes. 

(A copy of HCUA report is filed in 61-7582-4451.) 


On 3/30/60 HCUA furnished us, in response to our 
request based on Arens' statement, a list of names of 160 
individuals in this regard. (A copy of the list is filed in 
ae 100- 403529-111.) 


The list of 160 names was searched through Bureau 


individual: 


indices and files. The following is noted concerning captioned 


« 


Z-/ Bureau indices and files contain either no record 
or no identifiable data of a subversive nature. 


POs summary memorandum incorporating subversive data 
identifiable or possibly identifiable with captioned 
individual .has been prepared. 


LT Captioned individual was mentioned in the Brief on 
"Communism and Religion" prepared in 3/60; therefore, 
.« mo file search was made at this time. (A copy of. the 
--. - Brief is filed in 100-403529-112.) 


L.7 A name check had recently been made, consequently, 
. no search was made at this time. The name check > 
memoranduin is located in file 


“Enclosure. 
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H. Kleinkauf to F. J. Baumgardner 


CEE DAES f Mee, BIR 


RECOMMEN DATION : 


It is recommended that instant memorandum and its 
attachment, if any, be routed to the Records Branch: 


[to be filed in case file on captioned individual; 


£7 To have a new 100 main inactive file opened on 
captioned individual and for filing therein. 
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Subversive References Only 
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GARDNER C. TAYLOR _ pad ae, CP atylit. 
Born; June18,. 1918 Pet gine a SAREE DRE ET DLE ie a ca rae 


gee ees 


BAT on Rouge, Louisian a 


ammcsent 


Re 


In response to your name check request this is to 
advise that the FBI has not conducted any investigation ; 
regarding captioned individual. However, the files of this 
Bureau reveal the np aetgh information which may pertain to 
the subject of your name check request, 
ao The “New Orleans Sentinel," a newspaper, on 

October 24, 1942, carried an article which/indicated that a 

Reverend Gardner C,. Taylor would be a speaker at a meeting 
v OF the Peoples Defense League (PDL) on October 25, 1942, 

at New Orleans. 


Gladys Devore Williams, a former Communist Party 
(CP) member, advised on leg 22, 1959, that the PDL is a 
~ Negro organization in New Orleans interested in local politics 
and not controlled or infiltrated by the CP now; however, 
-" during 1940-1948 it was infiltrated, 


The "Times Picayune" issue of October 29, 1946, 
contained an article which reported that a Dr. Gardner C. 
~ Taylor, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, was elected to an office 
Y (not further identified) at the Scuthern Conference for 
Human Welfare (SCHW) convention held in October, 1946, in 
Baton Rouge. 


3 A confidential informant who has furnished reliable 
_information in the past advised on November 18, 1947, that the j 
aN / SCREW sponsored a public meeting en November_}7,1947,_in.. 
~ New Orleans, Louisiana, and a Gardner aAFaVEQE SpokeSALT the 
meeting. (100-42833-2) Wie” VQQ 1 
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~ Belmont 7 RE —— ninco S7 RS SOOUIT YT a OTE IEA : 
‘Grliher “ACHP: msd Y- “4 “25 ZORRO br ln 
Palen (4) al ay a2 OCT 144960 \ nl Kuprelec 7 Ying 
| McGuire —_—— . Ge Bot, dh: Det, 
4 Ea puctocntennte ty g 
Tamm This document contains neither recommendations nor-senclusions-ofathe FBI. It is the property of Gi = P % é 
Trotter aan ere )82 the FBI, and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your . tof 36s 
1 WAC. Sullivan a agency. This is in answer to your request for a check of FBI files. te F \ 
| teen SS OCT 1.8 1000 SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR Ry 
Gandy Pe Maaco TELETYPE unit L_] SEE Kevenoe ole PUR ; 
ey MDD, DISSEMINATION, 
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Gardner C, Taylor 


The SCHW has been cited by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, House Report 592, on the Southern 
v Conference for Human Welfare, June 16, 1947. 


A confidential informant who has furnished reliable 
information in the past made available to this Bureau a 
leaflet entitled, "Louisiana Speaks Up." This leaflet announced 
—  @ program under the auspices of the New Orleans Youth 
Conference (NOYC) which was to be held on September 4, 1947, 
¥ at 929 Gravier Street, New Orleans, Lowisiana. According to 
this leaflet a Reverend Gardner C. Taylor, pastor, Mount 
Zion Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, was to be a speaker. 


a former CP member who has furnished 


reliable imrormation in the past, advised in April, 1948, that 
the NOYC was infiltrated and controlled by the CP,during the 
period of its existence, 1942-1947, (100-89789-3) 


. An article on page two of the January 20, 1953, 
issue of the "Daily Worker" reported on a two-day conference 
_ / of the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee (ECLC) which was 
: to be held on January 30-31, 1953, A Reverend Gardner C. Taylor, 
: Concord Baptist Church, Brooklyn, New York, was listed as a 
Sponsor of the conference. (100-428353-2) 


The ECLC has been cited by Internal Security Sub- 
Vv, committee of the Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook for 
Americans, Senate Document 117, April 23, 1956, page 91. 
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x L - Mr. Haack ee - a 
: 1. Mr. Krupinsky : sy 
| 
SAC, New York (100-147908) May 11, 1962 ! 
REC- 140 y 
Director, FBI (1007428353) ~ | y 
ON ape 
GARDNER CALVIN TAYLOR ee 


_ SECURITY MATTER - C 


Rerep of Special Agent William R. Clough dated 4 
4-24-62. 


Enclosed is one copy each of Cincinnati letter to 
the Director dated 6-6-58, memorandum dated 4-25-60 prepared 7 
at the Bureau containing information regarding subject, and 
letter of Victor Emanuel, with attachment, addressed to the 
Director dated 4-2-58. You should review the information 
contained in the enclosures and incorporate pertinent data in 
your next report. Victor Emanuel is known to your office and 
the information furnished by hin is for your aSsistane regard- 
ing subject's background, 


The Bureau desires that you discreetly determine 
if Taylor continues as a member of the New York city Board 
of Education. Further, determine his political affiliation 
and the particulars as to where and when the electiomwill 
. be held and the district in which he might 


Surep the results of your inquiry, ee Lime 
pertinent data furnished you as enclosures to this dem 
Handle promptly. | | 

HARE | 
MAY 1 9 19682 


OMM-FBI 


Enclosures (4) 


NOTE ON YELLOW: 
ds > 
Subject's name Hot igs chare in the Security IndexkyN'1D 


_ He is pastor of paves 1 ai % Church of Christ, Brooklyn} < ww 
New York. In a recert® 


Kings County Y 
Communist Party, cote be’ Hn a that Panik ae yf” 
for the office of Use oe Congressman: and. that.-he is to receive 
Tolson the support of the ii pict Wip Ol gation | warranted; however, 
wa —Giscrest 3 inquiry to®Ve! yn Fos clarify his political intentions 


Conrad 
DeLoach 
Evans 


Boren CESK: mtb oT 
ro 5) lf 


Trotter 


yer fi . pw , 
Ign(epe|nad) ee 


1 Tele. R bn. Sew 
Holmes AME a WA H y ay) ve 
hoe OE RSM TELETYPE unit L_| \ Ns 
1 Gandy _*___ >gay E * , * 
oo : : 
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SUMMARY : B 
REPORT FORM” S 
FD-272 (5-12-55) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Office of ea 
NEW YORK ‘. 


TITLE OF CASE ay 


Date 


4/4/62 


Investigative Period 


3/2-4/12/62 


Typed By: 


Q \ ; 
GARDNER CALVIN YLOR aka imk 
Gardener Valvi aylor, 


Gardiner CalvirfPraylor 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SM - C 


SUMMARY -REPORF 
f 0 
/ ae 
i as | fe regts 
ADMINISTRATIVE: 
~ Subject's residence and employment, as they ( 
= appear in the report, were ascertained by SA WILLIAM R. : 


OLOUGH, via a pretext telephone call to an unknown 
female at subject's place of residence. A fictitious 
newspaper reporter seeking to contact the subject for- 
a ik purposes of soliciting his comments on the current 

i New York City School Teachers Strike was the pretext 
ae utilized. 


wy The following record checks were made with 
ae _ no record for subject being found, and/or no pertinent 
ty) information to report concerning the subject: - 


Ne . A : e REC- {i 


oooh 7 
F g - ( pa 
Approved Spectalvsgent _ Bo not write in spaces below tng tal) 
Mi 


eaten hae ee MCT - 16 


> 


Copies sade: 


~Bureau (RM) 
3-New York (100-147908) 


Property of FBI - This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and netther it nor its contents are to be dist) . 
the agency to which loaned. ‘ 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CONTINUED: 


Credit Bureau of Greater New York - records 
checked by PAULINE DE FIORE for IC JOHN F, GOOD on 
3/14/62. | 


Bureau of Criminal Identification, NYCPD, on 


3/30/62. 


on 3/6/53) “7! — | made available a 
pamphlet captioned, "Conference on Racial Bigotry and 
the New York Press", This pamphlet identified subject 
as one of the prominent initiating sponsors of a group 
calling for an end to newspaper reportage which "contains 
explosive sparks of racist provocation". 


On 2/16/61, Mrs. JESSIE C. TRIMMER, School 
Teacher, Prospect Heights High School, Brooklyn, New York, 
furnished to the NYO a mimeographed notice of an award 
and scroll presentation to take place at Prospect Heights 
ligh School, Brotherhood Assembly, on Tuesday, 2/21/61. 
The notice announced that an aard would be made to one 
Mrs.’ JAMES GABRIELLE who "in the face of mob action" 
sent her daughter to a newly desegregated school in 
New Orleans until such violenten occurred as to cause 
the GABRIELLE family to have their daughter withdrawn from 
that school. Listed as a guest at this presentation was 
the subject, described as a member of the Board of 
Education. 


"The New York Amsterdam News" issued of 4/9/60, 
contained an advertisement by the "Committee to Defend 
Martin Luther King , and the Struggle for Freedom in the 
South, 312 West le5th Street, New York 27, New York", 


‘Listed as a co-chairman of this committee was "Dr. Gardner 


Cc. Paylor™. 


COVER PAGE ae 


aB= ne 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CONTINUED: 
a em cera 


on 2/20/61 Jroraih) 7) - >) lpurnishea a program of 


events, speakers, and national sponsoring committee of 
the Negro American Labor Council Workshop and Institutes 
on Race Bias in Trade Unions, Industry, and Government, 
Washington, D. C. Listed.as being on the "spnnsoring 
committee" was Reverend GARDNER TAYLOR. 


It is noted there. is no characterization for 
the organizations "Committee to Defend Martin Luther King 
in the Struggle. for Freedom in the South, nor NEESe, 
American Labor Council". : eA 


"The Worker" issue of March: 8, 1959, page a 
column 1, contained an article noting that Dr. GARDNER 
C. TAYLOR, “only: Negro member of the New York City Board 
of Education", had called upon students, teachers, and 
the principals to support the April 18,’March” and 
petition campaign for -.school integration. 


Subject 1 was observed. by SA WILLIAM R. CLOUGH 
on the evening. of 5/21/61, when he appeared as a guest 
panelist on the weekly TV. program, "Open End", Channel 
5, New York, -_produced by Talent Associates, why Madison 
Avenue, Manhattan, New York, and moderated by the well- 
known producer DAVID SUSSKIND., 


The topic for discussion on this informal 
program was, "The Negro and his Rights". It was the 
agents recollection that subject's remarks, as a whole, 
Were, _to. champion Negro rights, spoke out in. favor of 
“Core and the work of the Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
and opposed: Bee cea in any form, 


COVER PAGE 


-C= 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CONTINUED : 


Subject mis not being included in the Security 
or Reserve Indexes, 


It is noted that subject is prominently known 
in the New York area as a result of his work in the 
Negro, Educational, and Religious fields. As such, 
he has access to news media, and is widely quoted in 
newspapers, as well as having made the previously 
mentioned appearance on television. 


In view of this fact, together with an 
evaluation of his known activity, the NYO does not 
believe an interview of subject is warranted or appears 
justified at this time, but could lead to embarrassment 
to this Bureau, 


This report is being submitted primarily for 
indexing purposes, and to apprise the Bureau of CP's 
interest in subject as a possible candidate to Gongress. 


This report is stamped "Confidential" inasmuch 
as it contains information furnished by NY T-1, and 
NY T-2, sourcés of continuing value, which information, 
if made available to unauthorized persons, might : 
compromise these sources, to the detriment of the 
National Defense. 


TNFORMANTS: 
Identity of Source File Number Where Located 
NY T=] FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 

FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


COVER PAGE 


~~ 


a 
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Identity of Source 


NY T+2 


File Number Where Located 


Careful consideration has been given to each 
source concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of ee sources must 


be concealed. 


NY O94=S* anal Faery - © | ‘were utilized 


to characterize ie aomece eects Mey”. 


The following informants were unabhe to furnish 
any information concerning the subject: 


Taformant Date Contacted 


ae 
3£30 
4/2 cee 
4/2/62 
WG 
2 
4/4/62 


COVER PAGE 


oe aioe 


Contacting Agent 


JOHN B. COULTON 
CHARLES W. CAVANAUGH 
JOHN F. LANGTRY 
ROBERT P. SMITH 


JOSEPH tT. O' LEARY 
: 1 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
_ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Ce 


‘Copy to: 

aly WILLIAM R. CLOUGH Office New York, New York 
we LY BU/ 62 | _ : 

Field Office FileNo: §4QQ~147908 | . Bureau File No.: 

Titer - GARDNER CALVIN TAYLOR 

Character: om SECURITY MATTER = C 

Synopsis = Subject resides 1337 President St., Brooklyn, 


New York, and is Pastor of Concord Baptist Church of Christ, 
833 Marcy Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. At meeting of 
Leadership of Region 1, KCCP,. held 2/5/62, it was announced 
that subject plans to run for the U. S, Congress, and is 

to receive the support.of the CP. Subject listed as 
subscriber to "Freedomways" in October, 1961. - 


=- C¢ - 


a Investigation in this case was predicated upon 
receipt of information in Pebruary, 1962, that subject 
plans to run for Congress, and is to receive the support 
of the Communist Party (CP), as will be set forth more 

fully herein. ane = 


DETAILS: 
I. BACKGROUND 
‘Unless otherwise indicated, the information _ 
appearing under this caption was obtained from a capsule 


_ biography of the subject appearing in "Whoéss Who in 
America", Volume 31, “1960-1961 edition. | 


: This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
. ' ita contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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A. Birth Data 


Subject was born at Baton Rouge, siavn oan 
on June 18, 1918, the son of We SAL AYLOR... 


Records of the Brooklyn Board of eat cee 
Brooklyn, New York, reviewed by IC WAYNE E, RIVENBURG 
on April 2, 1962, and the Department of Motor Vehicles, 
which latter records were checked on March 30, 1962, by 
IC ALAN J. OUIMET, reflect that subject was born on June 
18, 1918, in the United States. 


B. Citizenship 
. Subject is a United States citizen. 
Cc. Education 


Subject received a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
from Leland College in nie a Doctor of Divinity Degree 
from that college in 1944; and a Bachelor of Divinity 
Degree from Oberlin Graduate School of Theology in 1940. 


D. Marital Status a 
Subject married LAURA SCOTT on Aygust 25, 1940, 
cde the ca iple Se a daughter, MARTHA LYN AYLOR. 


f oy et A Vv PAN Lov. ety 

achwer Brookl ae of slects eRe ket eer that - 
subject is married to LAURSATAYLOR, who was born on 

May 4, 1918, in the Unite ates, a resident of New York 


“SESES TOE’"T1 years, of New York City for 11 years, and of 


the Eastern District for 2 years. This record further 
reflects LAURA TAYLOR'S ce ge as: : si 


}°? g) oe, ie, 28 b id @ we Q hay J. YO@ Ag | 4 sy Ae ‘s 


MTA TI wy: 


sparse spartan p< Rpt ROLE wees SEA: 
ZAR deb A TEE EN ae saath STRAPPED SALLE 
ean TY Rieter aY UL a c 


eel 
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Height | Bryn 

Hair Black 

Eyes Brown ; 

Residence Last resided in 1954 at 


170 Halsey Street 
Brooklyn, New York 

Occupation Her occupation.is that 
of a housewife. 


E,. Residence 


On April 11, 1962, a Special Agent of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) via a pretext, 
ascertained that subject resides at 1337 President Street, 
Brooklyn, New York. 


Brooklyn Board of Election records reflect 
that subject, in 1956 and 1957, resided at (270 Halsey 
Street, Brooklyn, New York, 


F. Employment 


On April 11, 1962, a Special agent of the FBI, 
via the aforementioned pretext, determined that subject 
is Pastor of Concord Baptist Church of Christ, 833 Marcy 
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. It was further determined, 
during this pretext, that subject, in 1961 was a member 
of the Board of Education in New York City. 


Subject was ordained to the ministry in the 
Baptist Church in 1939; served as Minister in Elyria, Ohio 
1938-1940, in New Orleans, 1941-1943, Baton Rouge, 1943-1947, 
and at his present parish since 1948. Subject, as of 1961, 
was a member of the General Council of the American Baptist 
Convention, President of the Protestant Council in New York 
City, Vice President of the Board of Directors of the Urban 
League Greater New York, and as previously mentioned, a 
member of the Board of Education in New York City. He is 
listed as being a member of Kappa Alpha Psi, and as a Mason 
(33rd Degree). . 


-~ 3 - 
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II. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST 
MOVEMENT 


Communist Party (CP) Interest in Subject 
as Possible Candidate to Congress - ao 

On February 7, 1962, NY T-1 furnished information 
that at a meeting of the Leadership of Region 1 of the 
Kings County CP Reld at 84 Putnam Avenue, Brooklyn, New 
York, on February 5, 1962, it was mentioned that subject 
plans to run for the office of United States Congressman, 
and that he is to receive the support of ‘the CP. 


Subscription to "Preedomways"_ 


For a characterization of the ee see 
the apendix to this report under captiong, 
"Freedomways Associates, Incorporated". 


On October 8, 1961, NY T-2, furnishéd information 
that, on that date, the name and address, "Dr. Gardiner 
Taylor, Pastor, Concord Baptist Church, Marcy Avenue, 
Brooklyn 33, New York", was a subseriber to "preedomways”. 


III. MISCELLANEOUS 
Canvass of eohtain: Informants_ 
(Gertain other informants, who have a knowledge 
of certain phases of CP activity in the New York area, 


were contacted in April, 1962, and could furnish no 
information concerning the subject. 
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IV. DESCRIPTION 


The following is a description of subject 
“ acquired by personal observation of subjeet by a Special 
Agent of the FBI on May 21, 1961, and from the sources 
reflected in this report: 


Name GARDNER CALVIN TAYLOR 
also known as 
Gardener Calvin Taylor, 
Gardiner Calvin Taylor 


Sex - Male 
Race — Negro 
Date of Birth - June 18, 1918 
Place of Birth . Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana 
Present Residence 1337 President Street 
Brooklyn, New York 
Former Residence - » 170 Halsey Street 
' Brooklyn, New York 
Occupation , Minister ; 


Concord Baptist Church 
833 Marcy Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 


Complexion : Dark 

Hair | Dark, grays streaked 

Height . : Or aere Se. 

Weight . ; 200 pounds 

Build i Heavy... 

Citizenship United States 

Remarks Speaks slowly and 2 
deliberately; ti 62 = 0 os, cy Stee 


good vocabulary and = ¥ Fiver. 
diction; wears glasses. Pp...» 


¥ 


Re latives Wifes va ein eee Saha ge aey 
LAURA ATRYEOR , vee (Soll 
Daughte? oe 
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APPENDIX 


FREEDOMWAYS ASSOCIATES , INC, 


The records of the Secretary of State, New York 
State Department of State, Albany, New York, reflect that 
the certificate of incorporation of Freedomways RESOC TICES 


ne eye 


Inc. , was. filed on March 2, 1961. 


The. erat issue of "Freedomways,” spring, 1961, 
is self-described as a quarterly review of the Negro freedom 


‘movement: published by Freedomways HPSREaeEGe es: Ine., 799 


Broadway, New York-City~ : 


On: May 25, 1961, a confidential source advised 
that "Freedomways". was set up by JAMES JACKSON, a member 
of the National Committee, CPUSA, for the CP of the United 
States with the approval of the cP of the Soviet Union. 


On May 24, 1961, another confidential — source 
advised that a report was given on "Freedomways" at a- 
meeting of the Naticnal Board, CPUSA, held on May 24, 


1961. It was -stated that the original plan called for’ 


the publication to be openly Marxist, but that: it was 

later decided it would not be avowedly a Marxist publicatdn. 
Editorials are in the hands of a mixed group of Marxists 

and non-Marxists. It.was stated that the central purpose 

of "Freedomways" is to develop a theory-and positive criticism 
of currents in the Negro movement, as well as to raise the 
level of understanding and discussion taking place in Negro 
life today and to project a socialist and pro- snOuter 
orientation. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


New York, New York 
In Reply, Please Refer to April 24, 1962 


FileNo. New York 100=147908 


Title Gardner Calvin Taylor 
Character Security Matter - C 
Reference is made to New York report 


of Special Agent William R. Clough, dated 
and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced 
communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 


of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distr 
your agency. 


It is the property 
ibuted outside 
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. 2 os ak ; - * 7 s . 
7 < FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION | 
REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN DATE . INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD + = | 
| NEW. YORK NEW YORK _|_678/62_15/15-6/1/62 eee | 

Ee ae Bee WILLIAM R. CLOUGH chj | 


a 


_ _ ame 7 


GaRDwen-vALVIN TAYLOR aka 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SM - C 


REFERENCE: 


.Bulet to NY, dated 5/11/62, and report of 
SA WILLIAM R, CLOUGH, dated 4/2H/62, at NY. 


20s" 
ADMINISTRATIVE: 


Information concerning the sub ject.'s prior ae 
membership in the NYC Board of Education, Wass ascertained by Sa WITLIAN 


R. CLOUGH, via a pretext telephone call to. one BEN . 
GOULD, self-identified as an employee at the NYC : 
Board of Education. pretext utilized was that of a 

newspaper reporter seeking the information set out in 

the report,for ‘purposes of including same in a current 
newspaper article concerning the subject. , 


pron (27 


i 
a7 g pan mace — <> | 
APPROVED SPECIALL AGE! i i SORE BO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW | 
COPIES MADE: 4] Gop HS. : s+ , 
oo, +e af & Pa f= ¢ 7 : ex eo) a 
C4? Bureau (100-428359)!(Rm) on: \ARAS B55 
' oe eet Se Re ck 8k Oe =F - 
3- New York (100-1479 ed ee ae 


yrs 


AGENCY......- bale NRE Maced SoBe anni tan. | ens iad Gee Dee de les oot Sn 

REQUEST RECD..|_.__.._. tee cee ar ree | ed Dar 
| DATE FWO. 22s) 32 ios oe oc O oaus oe eto os ee A edeoles teen eo ee e 
| HOW. FWD3/. 25222 | 25st ass sod cack ace | ee I eg 5 ) — 
{ BY celle) cesta CD 2 RS POs et [ean ee EAL : 
| ; ; U.S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 18—76324-1 ' 
| a” Tee : ra 
eaters aie. ges Se tat ty ae A Ve-——-— = -- EES ey Ce, ftp SOE ee Pee iy a 2 = e. 
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NY 100-147908 
ADMINISTRATIVE CONTINUED: 


During the record check of the Brooklyn Board 
of Elections mentioned in this report, it was determined 
that the subject is a registered Democrat, and registered 
to vote for the Democratic Party as his choice for the 
years 1957 - 1961, inclusive. 


Subject is currently a member of a triumvirate 
leadership of the Democratic Party in Brooklyn, New York. 


Ny T-4 in report), 


In view of the information furnished 
by him relative to the subject's decision not to make 
himself available as a candidate in the forthcoming 
elections, the NYO believes that no further action should 
be taken in this case at this time, and is placing this 
case in a closed status. 


This report has been stamped "Confidential" 
inasmuch as it contains information furnished by NY T-1 
through NY T-4, inclusive, sources of continuing value, 7 
which information, if made available to unauthorized 
persons, might compromise these sources to the detriment 
of the National Defense. 


INFORMANTS : 
Identity of Source File Where Located 
NY T= 
FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
NY T-2 
FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
y tT. i 100-147908 - 
FOIA(b) (7) - (D) Ph Instant report page 4 


( to SA JOSEPH T: O'LEARY) 


COVER PAGE 


HW 46646 Docld:32913301 Page 33 


Wa eae a 


NY 100-147908 
INFORMANTS CONTINUED: 
Tdentity of Source 


NY T-4 - 100-147908- 
eae Instant report page 5 
(to SA CHARLES W. CAVANAUGH) 


File Where Located 


COVER PAGE 


-C#- v 


HW 46646 Docld:32913301 Page 34 


-  ¥D-204 (Rev. 3-8-59) 


* 


” 


UNir ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JuSTICE 
_ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Cie 
Report of: WILLTAM R. CLOUGH Office’ «New York, New York 
‘Date: 6/8/ e _ ; 
Field Office File No. 100-147 908: Bureau FileNo: 100-428353 
Title: GARDNER CALVIN TAYLOR 
Character: SECURITY MATTER - C 
Synopsis: # Subject reportedly conducted funeral services 
f E. STRONG, CP Functionary, in the Concord | 


Bapti Church of Brooklyn, in April, 1957. Reverend _GARDNER | 
__CeMAYLOR.was scheduled to speak at a meeting of the PDL in 
October, 1942, at New Orleans; was. elected to an office. 
at the SCHW Convention held in October, 1946 at Baton 
Rouge; and was listed as sponsor of a 2 day conference 
of the ECLC, held in January, 1953. Subject, in March, 1958, 
pegan a- seven year term as a member of the NYC Board of 
Education, but, with other members of the, board, resigned 
“in August, 1961, at the request of the Mayor of NYC. 
Subject reportedly was encouraged by the CP to run for. 
political office in forthcoming elections; but officials of 
his church instructed him not to undertake any political 
activity, and subject has therefore decided not to become | 
a candidate. zs 


—C— 


: | | at e ¢/ v/ an 2 
DEPAMSs Jo US 


I. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 
A. Communist Party (CP) Symmthies 427% Al A\iCy ie 


wy oe are. 
ore yh GA, 


| on April 2, 1958;- VICTOR EMANUEL, 420 Lexing 
‘Avenue, New York 17, New York, furnished information to 


ae 


! CALV AYLOR, Pastor of the Concord Baptist 
Church of Brooklyn, inApril, 1957, conducted the funeral 
services in that church for EDWARD E. STRONG, a CP Functionary. 


; t 
.the Federal Buyeau of Investigation (FBI), that Reverend Le 


' This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. ICs the property or the FBI and is loaned to your agency; ‘it and 


i 
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According to Mr. EMANUEL, Reverend TAYLOR, in his funeral 
sermon, was reported to have "paid homage" to STRONG, 
. "as one who dared to dream and work for the new world 
every good person desires." . 
Mr. M. G. LOWMAN, Circuit Riders, Cincinnatz, 
Ohio, on June 6, 1958, furnished information to the FBI verifying. 
the aforementioned information concerning the subject's 
officiating at the funeral services for STRONG at the 
Concord Baptist Church in Brooklyn, in April, 1957. 


It is noted that EDWARD E. STRONG, was 
indicted on May 29, 1956, by a Federal 
Grand Jury, District of Massachustts, 
Boston, for violation of the Smith 

Act of 1940, and was released on 
$10,000.00 bond awaiting trial. 


NY T-1 related, only 6, 1956, he 
learned from PHIL/BART, that, as of 
two months ago, EDWARD E. STRONG was 
Secretary in Charge of the CP 
Organizational activity in the South. 


NY T-2 stated,on March 15, 1956, that 
PHIL BART was a member of the CP 
National Organizing Commission. 


B. CP Front Groups _ 


i. People's Defense ‘League (PDL) 


A characterization of the PDL appears 
in the appendix section of this report. 


The "New Orleans Sentinel", a New Orleans 
newspaper, on October 24, 1942, carried an article 
which revealed that a Reverend GARDNER C. TAYLOR would 
be a speaker at a meeting of the PDL, on October 25, 1942, 
at New Orleans, Louisiana. 
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2. Southern Conference. for Human 


Welfare (SCHW) 


A characterization of the SCHW appears 
in the appendix section of this report. 


The "Times"Picayune", issue of October 29, 1946, 
contained an article which reported that a Dr: GARDNER Cc. 
TAYLOR, from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, was elected to an 
office (not further identified) at the SCHW Convention 
held in October, 1946, in Baton Rouge. ~ 


3. Emergency Civil Liberties 


Committee (ECLC 


A characterization of the ECLC appears 
in the appendix section of this report. 


An article on page 2, of the January 20, 1953 
issue of "The Daily Worker’; reported on a two day conference 
of the ECLC, which was to be held on January 30 and 31, 
1953. This article revealed that a Revenend GARDNER C. 
TAYLOR, Concord Baptist Church, Brooklyn, New York, was 
listed as a sponsor of the conference. 


"The Daily Worker" was an east coast 
Communist daily newspaper which suspended 
publication on January 13, 1958, 


IIT. MISCELLANEOUS 


-A. Prior Membership on the New York City 
Board of Education 


On May 29, 1962, a Special Agent of the FBI, via 
a pretext, ascertained that the subject was appointed to 
a seven year term as a member of the New York City Board 
of Education, which term was to commence on March 28, 1958. 
The subject, however, as did the other members of the board, 
resigned his membership on the New York City Board of . 
Education in August, 1961, at the request of Mayor ROBERT - 
E. WAGNER, New York City, following a reported loss of 
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public confidence in the board due to certain "scandals" 
in connection with school construction, repair and 
maintenance. 


It was further determined ,tist, via this pretext, 
that subject, since August, 1961, has had no affiliation 
or connection whatever with the New York City Board of 
Education. 


B. Reported Candidacy for United 
States Congress 


NY T-3, on May 28, 1962, furnished information 
that at a meeting. of the leadership of Region 1, of the 
Kings County CP (KCCP), held on February 5, 1962, at 
84 Putnam Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, it was mentioned 
that the subject plans to run for the office of United 
States Congressman from Brooklyn, New York, in the. November, 
1962 elections. 


NY T-3 stated that no mentions was made of the 
specific District or Political Party the subject would 
represent, but it was the opinion of NY T-3 that it would 

: be the Bedford-Stuyvesant area,and one of the two major 
AF political parties, respectively. 


On May 23, 1962, IC WAYNE E. RIVENBURG caused a 
check to be made of the records of the Brooklyn Board of 
Elections. These records reflect that GARDNER CALVIN TAYLOR, 
as of September 30, 1957, a resident of 833 Marcy Avenue, 
Brooklyn, New York, born June 18, 1918, in the United States, 
had registered to vote for one of the two major political 
parties from 1957 througn 1961, inclusive. TAYLOR revealed 
that he had voted in 1956 from 170 Halsey Street, Brooklyn, 
New York. 


It is noted that 833 Marcy Avenue, Brooklyn, New 
York, is the address of the Concord Baptist Church of 
Christ, Brooklyn, New York, of which the subject is pastor. 


On May 23, 1962,.IC RIVENBURG contacted Commissioner 
of Elections, JAMES POWERS,and Chief Clerk, Brooklyn Bédard 
of Elections, EDWARD BAKER. These individuals advised 
that they recognizegthe subject's name from the prominence 
and publicity he has acquired in New York. Neither individual, 
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however, had any knowledge concerning the subject's 

alleged candidacy for public office. Commissioner 

POWERS noted that if the subject intends to run for 
Congress, he would enter the New York Primary Elections in 
September, 1962. POWERS added that the subject is presently 
a member of a triumvirate leadership of one of the 

two major political parties in Brooklyn, New York. 


NY T-4, on May 31, 1962, related thatithe 
subject has been encouraged by the CP to run for political 
office; but that officials of his church have instructed the 
subject not to undertake any political activity on his 
own behalf, and that the subject, therefore decided he 
Will notrfun for any political office this year. 
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APPENDIX 


EMERGENCY CIVIL LIBERTIES COMMITTED 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," revised and published as of. December 1, 
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, United States House of Represent- 
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following 
concerning the Energency Civil Liberties Committee: 


"TV, 


"Emergency Civil Liberties Committee 


'The Emergency Civili Liberties Committee 
is an organization with headquarters in 
New York, wnose avowed purpose is to 
aoolisn the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities and discredit the FBI. * * * 
The committee finds that the Emergency 
Civil Liberties Committee, established 

in 1951, although representing itself 

as a non-Communist group, actually 
operates as a front for the Comrunist 
Party. It has repeatedly assisted, ky 
means of funds and iegal aid, Communists 
involved in Smith Act violations and 
Similar legal proceedings. One of its 
cnief activities has been and still is 
the cissemination ca voluminous Communist 
propaganda material. 


'PRANK WILKINSON was called as a witness 
when he appeared in Atlanta as a represent- 
ative of the Emergency Civil Liberties 
Committee to propagandize egainst the 
Committee on Un-American Activities and 


' to protest its hearings. In 1956 WILKINSON 


was identified as a Communist Party member 
by a former FBI undercover agent within the 
party. Summoned at that time to answer 

the allegation, his reply to all questions 
was, "I am answering no questions of this» 
committee." This also became his stock 
reply to questions when he appeared during 
the Atlanta hearings. * * * WILKINSON has 
since been convicted of contempt of Congress 
and sentenced to one year in jJail.' 
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'Disputing the non-Communist claim 

of the organization, the committee finds 
that a number of other individuals 
connected with the ECLC also have been 
identified under oath as Communists. 

* * #! : 

(Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Annual Report for 1958, House Report 
187, March 9, 1959, pp. 34 and 35.) 


'To defend the cases of Communist law- 
breakers, fronts nave veen devised 
making special appeals in behalf of 
civil liberties and reaching out far 
beyond the confines of the Communist 
Party itself. Among these organizations 
are the * * * Emergency Civil Liberties 
Committee. When the Communist Party 
itself is under fire tnese fronts offer 
a bulwark of protection.! 

(Internal Security Suocommittee of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook for 
Americans, 8S. Doc. 117, April 23, 1950, 
Da Cay)" 
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PEOPLE'S DEFENSE LEAGUE (PDL) 


_ GLADYS DEVORE WILLIAMS, a former Communist Party 
member, advised on May 22, 1959, that the People's Defense 
League iS a Negro organization in New Orleans interested 
in local politics, and not controlled or infiltrated by 
the Communist Party now; however, during 1940 - 1948, 
it was infiltrated. 


~8- 
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SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR HUMAN WELFARE (SCHW) 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications", revised and published as of January 2, 1957, 
prepared and released by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, United States House of Representatives, reflects 
the following citation concerning the "Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare": 


1. Cited as a Communist front which received money from 
the Robert Marshall Foundation, one of the principal 
sources of funds by which many Communist fronts operate. 


(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, House 
report 1311, on the CIO Political Action Committee, 
Mareh 29, 1944, p. 147). 


2. Cited as a Communist-front organization "which seeks 
to attract southern liberals on the basis of its: 
seeming interest in the problems of the South: 
although its "professed interest in southern welfare 
is simply an expedient for larger aims serving the 
Soviet Union and its subservient Communist Party in 
the United States". 


(Committee on Un-American Activities, House Report 
592, on the Southern Con@rence for Human Welfare, 
June 16, 1947.) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
a FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


New. York, New York 
In Reply, Please Refer to . June 8 , 1962 
File No. 


Bureau .100-428353 
New York 100-147908 


Title Gardner Calvin Taylor 


Character Security Matter - C 


Reference is made to the report of Special 
Agent William R. Clough, dated and captioned as above at 
_ New York. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished. reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 


of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 


HW 46646 Docld:32913301 Page 44 


